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1 . SMITHSONIAN AND WORLD WILDLIFE FUND CURRENTLY ENGAGED IN 
DISCUSSION CONCERNING FUTURE OF TIGER ECOLOGY PROJECT. THEY 
FEEL THAT RECENT NEGATIVE ACTIONS BY HMG CONCERNING THE 
TRANSFER OF AIRCRAFT, NIGHT TRACKING, AND TRACKING TIGERS 
OUTSIDE CHITAWAN PARK HAVE SEVERELY HAMPERED RESEARCH EFFORT. 
UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCE, SMI AND WWF FEEL LITTLE 
SCIENTIFIC MERIT TO BE GAINED FROM CONTINUATION OF PROJECT 

AND ARE CONSIDERING TERMINATION OF PROJECT. SMI AND WWF 
WILL URGE HMG TO TAKE OVER FUTURE RESEARCH EFFORTS. LETTER 
FORTHCOMING FROM SEC. RIPLEY TO PRINCE GYANENDRA OUTLINING 
PRESENT DIFFICULTIES WITH HMG AND PROJECT CLOSE-OUT DETAILS. 

HMG WILL BE OFFERED OPPORTUNITY FOR FUTURE FUNDING FROM WWF 
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AND SMI TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. SMI PLANNING TO DONATE 
BUILDING AT CHITAWAN, SOME JEEPS, AND ELEPHANTS. ALL OTHER 
EQUIPMENT SHOULD BE SHIPPED BACK TO SMI AT SMITH'S DISCRE- 
TION. TELEGRAM DETAILING TRANSFER OF THESE ITEMS TO FOLLOW. 
SMITH SHOULD AWAIT FURTHER WORD BEFORE ACTING. 

2. HMG IS ALLEGED TO BE CONCERNED ABOUT ABRUPT TERMINATION 
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OF PROJECT AND THREATENING ACTION AGAINST FUTURE WWF AND 
SMI EFFORTS IN NEPAL. SMI BELIEVES RIPLEY LETTER WILL 
CLARIFY SITUATION. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO ASK DAVID SMITH 
TO REFRAIN FROM COMMENTING ON PROJECT'S FUTURE EXCEPT TO 
SAY STATEMENT BEING FORWARDED TO GYANENDRA. 

3. SMI ASKS EMBASSY ASSISTANCE IN HELPING SMITH SHIP 
EQUIPMENT TO U.S. (INCLUDING CB RADIOS) AND ARRANGE FOR 
TRANSPORT OF USABLE VEHICLES TO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI FOR 
FUTURE SMI USE. FISCAL DATA FOR SHIPMENT IS 8731401 1 -PI 300 
0 - 002 . 


4. GAY TROTH, BOTANIST ON SMI PROJECT, WILL NOT RETURN TO 
NEPAL. SMITH IS ASKED TO ARRANGE WITH FLEMMINGS FOR GATHER- 
ING OF TROTH GOODS FOR SHIPMENT HOME. SMITH ALSO INSTRUCTED 
TO PREPARE CLOSING OF BANK ACCOUNT AND ARRANGE THROUGH 
EMBASSY FOR CHECK IN U.S. DOLS TO SMI. 

5. SMITH SHOULD ALSO BE INFORMED THAT HIS FELLOWSHIP WILL 
BE CONTINUED BY SMI UNTIL 30 SEPT. SMITH WILL BE INFORMED 

OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS AND SHOULD CLOSELY INFORM SMI OF HIS 
MOVEMENT. CHRISTOPHER 
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